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LLANFAIR COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Minutes of Council Meeting held at 

Llanfair Primary School 
On Thursday, 6th February 2025 at 7.00pm. 

 
   

Present:   Chairperson: Steph Bonnar. 
Councillors :  Julian Hitchcock, Mary Llewellyn, Tim McIlveen, Ray Simkiss  
and Shaun Trigg. 
 

 
In Attendance: Jackie Griffin, Clerk. 
       
Item 1:  Apologies for Absence. 

Councillors Liz Loch and Jim Teague. 
 
Item 2:  Declarations of Interest. 
  None. 
 
Item 3:  Community Police Matters. 

28/01/2025 (St Hilary)  
Report of a Road Traffic Collision. 
Outcome: Reporting person did not obtain the details or registration of the 
car that is alleged to have caused the Road Traffic Collision. Reporting person 
is going through his insurance. 

 
Item 4: To consider and approve the minutes of the Meeting held 9th January 2025. 

Proposed by Councillor Bonnar, seconded by Councillor Llewellyn and 
resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th January 2025 be 
approved.  Councillor Bonnar signed the Minutes. 

 
Item 5:  Matters arising from the Minutes, which are not included in this Agenda. 
5.1 Councillor Bonnar advised that she had reported a highways issue to the Vale 

of Glamorgan Council and had advised the Clerk.  The road sign at the bottom 
of ‘Pig Lane’ is hanging off its post after being damaged by recent hedge 
cutting.  This is close to the junction where there is also no road markings. 

 
Item 6:  Chairperson’s Report. 
 No items to report. 
 
Item 7:   Vale of Glamorgan Councillor’s Report. 

Councillors expressed their concern that no Vale of Glamorgan Councillors 
have attended for some time. 
 
The Clerk circulated a very informative newsletter which had been produced 
by the two Vale Councillors covering the St Brides Ward.  The newsletter is 
available at the end of these minutes. 
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Item 8:  Clerk’s Report  
8.1  Finances. 

Bank balance was noted at £5,601.95 (Current Account £2,673.38 and 
Business Reserve Account £2,928.57). 

 

Payments made since  9th January 2025 are: 
Clerk’s Salary (January) - £191.40; 
HMRC Tax (January) - £47.80; 
Wales Air Ambulance – (donation/grant aid) - £50. 

 

Payments due to be made are:  
Clerk’s Salary (February) - £191.40; 
HMRC Tax (February) - £47.80; 
HCI Data Ltd (disc space utilised by e-mail/website) - £24.00; 
J Griffin (Reimbursement of Zoom Fees for September to December 2024) - 
£62.36; 
J Griffin (Reimbursement of payment for The Poppy Appeal) - £20. 
J Griffin (Backpay from April 2024 to January 2024 as agreed at January 
meeting minutes item 10) - £100.80. 

 

Proposed by Councillor Bonnar, seconded by Councillor Llewellyn and 
resolved that all payments due be made. 

 

Receipts: 
None. 

 
8.2 A ‘Thank you’ letter was received from Wales Air Ambulance for the grant 

awarded by the Community Council. 
 
Item 9:  To update on incidents of HGV issues in St Hilary Village. 

No incidents to report in St Hilary but concern was expressed at the number 
of vehicles over 7.5 tons still travelling over the river bridge at Howe Mill. 

 
Item 10: To discuss appointment of Internal Auditor for 2024/2025. 

The Clerk advised that Mrs Helen Embling has agreed to carry out the internal 
audit for the Community Council again this year. 
Resolved to appoint Mrs Embling as Internal Audit for the year 2024/2025. 
 

Item 11: To remind Councillors to claim for Allowances for year 2024/2025. 
The Clerk reminded Councillors of the agreement to make a payment of £52 
to Councillors for printing costs should they wish to claim.  Councillors to e-
mail the Clerk prior to the next meeting advising if they wish to do so. 

 
Item 12: Reports of Representatives.  
12.1 Councillor Bonnar gave apologies for not being able to attend the Community 

Liaison meeting due to a clash with another meeting.  The Clerk attended and 
read the following report: Police Crime Figures given by Inspector Gareth 
Childs. 

• Two sites are currently being monitored for incidents – East Camp, St Athan 
and Eagleswell, Bonvilston.  There have been limited incidents at both sites 
with some low-level protests and some drone activity at St Athan but there 
has been no escalation. 
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• 6th February – a meeting to be held in St Athan with the Military, Police and 
public in attendance to discuss the presence of Nationals from Afghanistan at 
East Camp into the summer.  Social media is being monitored for an 
escalation of issues but it is low at the moment. 

 

Inspector Childs reported on two serious incidents: 

• 24th November – in Barry, a serious assault of 12 year old girl by 13 and 15 
year persons who have been taken into custody, remanded and on bail under 
strong conditions.   
This has resulted in the Police being very present in schools carrying out 
supportive work with staff and students. 

• 14th December – in Barry, crime of ‘GBH’ drug related/feud.  Machete 
involved resulting in serious injuries.  Offender charged in custody.  Incident 
caught on CCTV and CID involvement. 

  

    Inspector Childs reported some positive news: 

• Report of theft of cooking oil at ‘The Fox’ (pub owned by Gavin Henson in St 
Brides).  Involvement of a car from the London area.  Vehicle seen on M4 
travelling to The Fox.  Cooking oil being sold on-line. 

• Report given to Penarth Town Council previously – of a quantity of cocaine 
recovered on 7th January which the offender had hidden in a drain pipe.  
Offender caught and pleaded guilty. 

• Auto crime – 2 individuals caught, Stephen Dutton and Daniel Franklin, now 
in prison, following a recent spike of car crime in the Barry area.  Suspected of 
other crimes. 

• Police have been supporting farmers through a special operation to combat 
‘lamping’ being carried out by the travelling community.  The operation has 
resulted in 20 vehicles being seized and the operation will continue to run 
until mid-February. 

 

Councillors asked some questions including: 

• Concern over ‘egging’ of buildings in Holton Road, Barry by youngsters. 

• Noisy vehicles speeding on the Northern Access Road. 

• Lack of visibility of PCSO’s in the area and request for more visits. 

• Request for presence of PCSO’s at Council meetings. 

• Concern over vehicle parking on footway in St Nicholas at school 
opening/closing times.  A Highway issue and suggested work with the school 
to discourage parents from parking inconsiderately/illegally. 

• Concern raised over a couple of collisions at Sycamore Cross possibly caused 
by confusion over the filter on the traffic lights.  Matter for the Road Traffic 
Unit to raise with Highways Department. 

 

• Inspector Childs referred to recent incidents of vehicle arson.  Currently a live 
investigation by CID, very concerning due to danger to the public and 
spreading to other property. 

 
South Wales Fire and Rescue Service – Martin O’Keefe, Operations Group 
Manager for Bridgend and Vale of Glamorgan. 

• 259 Fire related incidents, 8% increase over the same period last year. 
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• 106 non-domestic accidental fires, grass fires - decrease on previous period 
of 17% possibly due to very wet summer 

• 36 accidents in domestic setting – 14% decrease – of which 59% mainly in 
kitchen via cooking – figures below UK average. 

• Fires caused by lithium batteries reduced from 15 in the previous year, have 
been reduced to 9. 

• Smoke alarms advise given to homes. 

• Smoke alarms have resulted in 89% of fires being contained in one room. 

• 153 Deliberate fires which have increased by 37% - cars and refuse being set 
light; fire service working with youths in schools and youth intervention 
partnerships to reduce this and fire service working with Local Authority to 
get flytipping waste removed quickly to reduce fire risk. 

• Largest concern at the moment is vehicle arson – December there were 4 
incidents – Fire Service working with Police and Community in those areas 
and a target hardening. 

• Road Traffic Collisions – 76 in the current financial year.  Working with SWP 
to encourage speed reduction and wearing of seat belts.   

• Water rescues – upgraded response with a new faster and more powerful 
boat at Cardiff Bay and River Taff. 

• Increase in storms and resultant flooding up by 60% in quarter 3 – monitoring 
for future risk. 

• Medical response – trauma care increase of 25% - often assisting ambulance 
colleagues. 

• Increase in being called out for bariatric care. 

• False alarms 31% all incidents.  Service changed to only attend residential 
homes, education premises, shelter housing and heritage site. 

• Community Safety – 1056 house safety checks done in the Vale. 
Attended 63 schools – awareness of fire, road and water safety. 

• In Cowbridge – spare land at the Fire Station, a community sensory garden 
being developed. 

• A Councillor queried the efficiency of fire hydrants – advised that the engines 
carry 1700 litres of water and hydrants are checked regularly. 
 

Resolved to appoint Councillor Hadley of Colwinston Community Council to 
represent Town and Community Councils on the Public Services Board for the 
next two years and furthermore, the position should be alternated between a 
Councillor from a Town Council and one from a Community Council in the 
Vale of Glamorgan. 

 

12.2 Councillor Loch had attended the meeting of the Local Committee of One 
Voice Wales but was unable to attend this meeting.  The Clerk had attended 
and gave the following report to Council:  
At the start of the meeting there was a presentation by Colleen Cluett, 
Sustainable Development Advisor at the Future Generation Commissioner’s 
Office.  The slides from the presentation will be forwarded in due course. 
They are celebrated the 10th Anniversary off the Wellbeing and Future 
Generations Act on 29th April 2025. 
The business of the meeting contained the following: 

• Charters, devolution of services and asset transfers.  The debate was very 
‘Cardiff based’.  A local Town Council reported that they have 2 asset 
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transfers currently going through.  They are concerned that insufficient 
money is being provided by BCBC (Bridgend County Borough Council) to 
support the transfer especially with the buildings being in a ‘state’.  A further 
Town Council reported that they are in a similar position and are being asked 
to take on more services including refuse collection.  A Community Council 
reported that they have been in conversation with the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council to take on a sports field and pavilion but it has been very difficult.  It 
was suggested that the matter is put forward to the NEC (National Executive 
Committee) for discussion. 

• A representative is sought for the Glamorgan Heritage Coast Group – this is 
to be confirmed. 

• An update from the Cwm Taff Morgannwg University Health Board was 
given.   

• There is a Senedd Inquiry into the Role, Governance and Accountability of 
Town and Community Councils.  It was felt that there is a lack of 
understanding of the sector by the Welsh Government.  There is a link to a 
Committee meeting regarding this which I can provide.  The first part of the 
discussion includes the Public Services Ombudsman answering questions put 
by the Committee.   

• Councillors Training Programme – a reminder given that there is a bursary 
available covering 50% of the cost if the course is presented by One Voice 
Wales. 

• Next meeting 14th April 2025 in person. 

 

Item 13: Correspondence and Publications which do not necessarily require 
discussion. i.e for noting only – previously sent out by e-mail. 

13.1  OVW (One Voice Wales) – Training Dates for January to March 2025. 
 

13.2  VGC (Vale of Glamorgan Council) – Business Support Newsletter 24th January 
2025. 

 

13.3  OVW – National Awards – Presentation 30th April 2025. 
 

13.4 Cardiff & Vale University Health Board - Engagement Period regarding 
Primary Care Mental Health Liaison Service. 

 

13.5  20’s Plenty for Us CIC – Update. 
 

13.6  Royal British Legion – Are you ready for VE Day 80? 
 

13.7  Glamorgan Voluntary Services – 20.1.2025. 
 

13.8  VGC – Reshaping – Review of Street Cleansing Service. 
 

13.9  OVW – Representative at the AGM – 11th March 2025. 
 

13.10  Clerks and Councils Direct – January 2025. 
All items were forwarded to Councillors prior to the meeting and were 
noted. 

 
Item 14: Correspondence from Residents. 
  No items. 
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Item 15: Planning Applications. 
15.1  Planning Application No. 2025/00008/FUL 
  Location: 3 Cwrt Llanfair, St Mary Church  

Proposal: New single storey extension to garden elevation to provide 
increased family kitchen/dining area plus new canopy porch to 
main entrance. 

No objection. 
 

15.2  Planning Application No. 2024/01229/FUL 
  Location: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 8 Thaw Close, St Mary Church 
  Proposal: Installing mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) systems. 
 No objection. 
 
Item 16:   Place, Date and Time of Next Meeting  

Thursday, 6th March 2025, 7.00pm at St Hilary Village Hall. 
 
 
 

………..………………. Chairman.                 
Date:  6th March 2025. 
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