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 LLANFAIR COMMUNITY COUNCIL  

ANNUAL REPORT 2023-2024  

Llanfair Community Council serves the three villages of Llandough, St Hilary and St Mary 
Church including The Herberts in the rural Vale of Glamorgan.   Community Council 
information including Minutes, Agendas of Meetings and the Community Council’s finances 
can be found on the website at:     www.llanfaircommunitycouncil.gov.uk  

 

Council Information. 

Town and Community Councils Elections are held every five years.  The next Election will 
take place in May 2027. 
   
The Community Council meets once a month, usually on the first Thursday.  There is no 
meeting in August.  Meetings are held at St Hilary Village Hall and residents are welcome 
and encouraged to attend.   
 
The Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 requires that Community Councils 
must make and publish arrangements for its meetings to ensure that meetings can take 
place in a manner which enables people who are not in the same place to meet.  Under the 
arrangements, councils need to take reasonable steps to allow meetings to be held from 
multiple locations.  If the arrangements are revised or replaced the new arrangements must 
also be published.  The minimum requirement is that members are able to hear and be 
heard by others.  Examples of this could include: 

• All participants are in the same physical location; 

• All participants are in the same physical location except one individual who joins 
from another location e.g. by video or telephone conference; 

• Roughly equal number of councils are present in a physical space and joining 
through remote means; 

• Wholly through remote means where no physical arrangements have been made. 
Whilst physical meetings in the same location are allowable under the 2021 Act, councils 
must note that the 2021 Act requires that participants (i.e. council members, members of 
the public and press) are able to join meetings remotely – even if physical meetings are the 
preferred mode.  Access to join a meeting remotely can be arranged through contacting the 
Clerk who can provide the information required. 

http://www.llanfaircommunitycouncil.gov.uk/
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There are eight Councillors with five representing Llanfair Ward (covering St Mary Church, 
Llandough and the Herberts) and three representing St Hilary Ward.  The administration of 
the Community Council is carried out by the Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer, the only 
paid officer of the Community Council. 

Members Community Council Ward 

Cllr Steph Bonnar Llanfair 

Cllr Julian Hitchcock Llanfair 

Cllr Liz Loch St Hilary 
Cllr Mary Llewellyn St Hilary 

Cllr Tim McIlveen Llanfair 

Cllr Ray Simkiss Llanfair 
Cllr Jim Teague Llanfair 

Cllr Shaun Trigg St Hilary 

 

 
 

 

Members: 
Councillor Stephanie Bonnar (Elected)  Llanfair Ward  Independent 
(Vice Chairperson)  
E-Mail:   stephbonnar@hotmail.com 
Representative on Community Liaison Committee 
 

Councillor Julian Hitchcock (Elected)   Llanfair Ward  Independent 
E-Mail:  julian@townandcountrycollective.co.uk  
 

Councillor Mary Llewellyn (Elected)   St Hilary Ward  Independent 
E-Mail:  maryllew125@gmail.com     
 

Councillor Liz Loch (Elected)    St Hilary Ward  Independent 
E-Mail:  lizloch.lcc@gmail.com  
Representative on One Voice Wales 
 

Councillor Tim McIlveen (Co-opted)   Llanfair Ward  Independent  
E-Mail:  tim@fontygary.co.uk  

  
Councillor Ray Simkiss (Elected)   Llanfair Ward  Independent  
E-Mail:  raysimkiss@btinternet.com     
 

mailto:stephbonnar@hotmail.com
mailto:julian@townandcountrycollective.co.uk
mailto:maryllew125@gmail.com
mailto:lizloch.lcc@gmail.com
mailto:tim@fontygary.co.uk
mailto:raysimkiss@btinternet.com
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Councillor Jim Teague  (Elected)     Llanfair Ward  Independent 
(Chairperson) 
E-Mail:  teague.heddfan@gmail.com  
 

Councillor Shaun Trigg (Co-opted)   St Hilary Ward  Independent 
E-Mail:  shauntrigg@icloud.com  
  
The Members of the Community Council are summoned to attend meetings via the agenda 
which is issued by the Clerk at least three clear days before the day of the meeting.  The 
agenda can be viewed either on the Community Council’s website or on one of the 
Community Council’s Notice Boards. 

 

Members’ Register of Attendance at Meetings of the Community Council. 
 
 

Members Apr 
‘23 

May 
‘23 

June 
‘23 

July 
‘23 

Sep 
‘23 

Oct 
‘23 

Nov 
‘23 

Dec 
‘23 

Jan 
‘24 

Feb 
‘24 

Mar 
‘24 

Cllr S Bonnar 𝑋 √ √ √ √ √ 𝑋 √ √ √ √ 
Cllr J Hitchcock √    √    𝑋 𝑋 √ 𝑋 𝑋 √ 𝑋 𝑋 √ 
Cllr M Llewellyn √ √ √ √ 𝑋 𝑋 √ √ √ 𝑋 √ 
Cllr L Loch √ √ √ √ √ 𝑋 √ √ √ √ 𝑋 

Cllr H Shaw √ √ √ √ √ √ 𝑋 𝑋    -    -    - 

Cllr R Simkiss 𝑋 √ √ √ √ √ 𝑋 √ √ 𝑋 𝑋 

Cllr G Simpson √ √ √ √ 𝑋 √ √ √ √ √    - 

Cllr J Teague √ √ √ √ 𝑋 √ √ √ √ √ √ 
 

√  Present.                                  𝑋  Absent. 
 
 

 
Councillor Heather Shaw – Members were very sad at the passing of one 
of its longest serving and well-respected Councillors in December 2023 
following a short illness.   
Heather joined the Council in May 1987, serving her beloved community of  
St Hilary for an impressive 36 years. Heather was a very well-known 
resident and was instrumental in bringing many residents’ complaints and 
issues to the meetings for discussion and action to be reported usually to 
the Vale of Glamorgan Council.   Heather was elected Chairperson several 
times during her tenure and is very sadly missed at meetings as she seldom 
missed any at all.  

 
 

 
 

Councillor Geoff Simpson joined the Community Council in May 2010 
representing the Llanfair Ward which covers St Mary Church with the 
Herberts and Llandough. 
Geoff moved away from St Mary Church and left the Council in February 
2024. 
During his time on the Community Council, Geoff was Chairperson of the 
Council and was the Council’s representative at local committee meetings of 
One Voice Wales where he was also the One Voice Wales’ representative on 
the Cardiff and Vale University Health Board. 
The Community Council will miss Geoff contribution to the work of the     

   Council and, most of all, miss Geoff’s sense of humour and larger than life  
  personality. 

 

mailto:teague.heddfan@gmail.com
mailto:shauntrigg@icloud.com
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Co-option of Two New Members. 
Following advertising the vacancies on the Community Council, the Members were 
delighted to welcome Councillor Tim McIlveen to represent the ward of Llanfair and 
Councillor Shaun Trigg to represent the ward of St Hilary, at the meeting of the Community 
Council on 4th April 2024 

 
Council Finance. 
The Community Council’s income is provided by a precept which is a part of the Council Tax, 
paid by each household and collected by the Vale of Glamorgan Council.  The precept is paid 
to the Community Council in three parts during the months of April, August and December.  
The expenses of the Community Council include the Clerk’s salary; insurance, subscription 
to One Voice Wales and other items.  The breakdown of the expenditure is represented by 
the following chart: 

 

 
 

LLANFAIR COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Receipts & Payments Account.

April 2023 to March 2024

RECEIPTS

2023/2024

             £

Precept 5,783.00

Grants/Donations

Bank Interest 12.10

V.A.T. Reimbursment 

Sundries (Income)

TOTAL 5,795.10

EXPENDITURE

Staff wages etc. 2,870.40

Subscriptions 56.00

Hall Rent 270.00

Insurance 320.65

Grant Aid  68.00

Council Elections 0.00

Petty Cash Items 35.00

Audit Fees 200.00

Councillor Allowances 208.00

Training 40.00

Administration 371.91

VAT Reclaimable 42.40

TOTAL 4,482.36

General Fund

Opening Balance 1 April 2023 2,809.00

Add Total Income 5,795.10

8,604.10

Deduct Total Expenditure 4,482.36

BALANCE AT 31ST MARCH 2024 4,121.74

CURRENT RECEIPTS              

Precept

Bank Interest

Staff wages etc.

Subscriptions

Hall Rent

Insurance

Grant Aid

Petty Cash Items

Audit Fees

Councillor
Allowances
Training

Administration

VAT Reclaimable

CURRENT PAYMENTS
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Annual Audits. 
Town and Community Councils are audited twice a year.  The first audit is an Internal Audit 
carried out by an independent person appointed by the Council.  The Internal Auditor does a 
thorough check of the Council’s books and accounting procedures and produces a report.        
Following the Internal Audit, an external audit is carried out by the Wales Audit Office who 
select particular items to specifically inspect as well as other checks on the Council’s 
procedures.  The ‘Annual Return’ containing the Council’s accounting figures and ‘Annual 
Governance’ statement with the reports from the auditors are available to view on the next 
5 pages. 
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Payment of Expenses to Councillors for the year 2023/2024. 
Councillors can claim expenses for costs incurred in their work as Members of the 
Community Council. 
The table below shows the expenses claimed for the financial year 2023/2024. 

 
 

Councillor 
Name 

Payments 
for costs 

incurred in 
respect of 
telephone, 
broadband 

etc.  
(max £150 

per 
member) 

 

Responsibili
ty Payment 

 
(up to £500 

to a 
maximum of 
5 members) 

Chair/ 
Mayor’s 

& 
Deputy 
Chair / 
Mayors 

Allowance 
 

Financial 
Loss 

Allowance 

Travel & 
Subsistence 

expenses 
 

Care 
Allowance 

 
(up to a 

maximum 
of £403 

per 
member 

per 
month) 

Other 
Payments  
For 
Print 
Costs 

Total  

Cllr S Bonnar        0.00   0.00 

Cllr J Hitchcock        0.00   0.00 

Cllr M Llewellyn       52.00 52.00 

Cllr L Loch       52.00 52.00 

Cllr H Shaw         0.00   0.00 

Cllr R Simkiss       52.00 52.00 

Cllr G Simpson        0.00   0.00 

Cllr J Teague       52.00 52.00 

         

         

         

         
         

         

         

         

         

TOTAL        £208 

 
Town and Community Council Boundary Review in the Vale of Glamorgan. 
 
Every 10 years, the Unitary Authorities in Wales are expected to review the boundaries of 
the town and community Councils.  The Local Democracy and Boundary Commission for 
Wales is carrying out the review on behalf of the Vale of Glamorgan Council and their 
findings and consultations in relation to Llanfair Community Council are detailed below: 

 
Local Democracy Boundary Review. 
 
On 5th September 2023, the Local Democracy and Boundary Commission for Wales 
published its Draft Proposals for the Community Review of the Vale of Glamorgan involving 
the 27 Communities, all of which have their own Town or Community Council, apart from 
the Community of Rhoose. The Review considers all Community boundaries, with changes 
to those boundaries possible where a need is identified; the boundaries of Community 
Wards could also be changed as well as the number of Councillors who are elected to 
councils. 
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Draft Proposals for Llanfair Community Council: 

The Commission proposed to transfer the ward of Llanfair, which is currently part of the 
Community of Llanfair into the community area of Cowbridge with Llanblethian. The 
Commission recommended that the Llanfair ward be represented by 2 councillors as part of 
the revised Cowbridge with Llanblethian and Llanfair Community area. The Commission was 
of the view that this proposal provided for more effective and convenient local government.  
The Commission also proposed that the St Hilary ward, which is currently part of the 
Community of Llanfair be transferred into the community area of Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian. The Commission recommended that the St Hilary ward be represented by 1 
councillor as part of the revised Cowbridge with Llanblethian and Llanfair Town/Community 
area. The Commission was of the view that this proposal provided for more effective and 
convenient local government. As a result of those proposals, the electorate within the Town 
of Cowbridge with Llanblethian and Llanfair would increase to 4,278. With 515 electors 
transferring to Cowbridge and Llanblethian from the Community of Llanfair. 
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Map of the Draft Proposals 

 

After the Draft Proposals were published, a period of consultation followed. 
The Community Council held an extraordinary meeting on 3rd October 2023 and a number 
of concerned residents were in attendance and given the opportunity to voice any 
representations or comments they wished to make.  A response to the consultation was 
formulated and is as follows: 
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On 16th April 2024, after considering all of the responses it received, the Local Democracy 
and Boundary Commission for Wales published its final recommendations for the Vale of 
Glamorgan’s updated Communities. The recommendation for Llanfair is shown below: 
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LLANDOW, LLANFAIR AND LLANMAES  

The current community council arrangements in Llandow consist of 3 wards: Llandow, 
Llanmihangel and Llysworney. The community has a total electorate of 594 and is 
represented by 10 community councillors. The electorate per ward and number of 
councillors are as follows: 

 

The current community council arrangements in Llanfair consist 2 wards: Llanfair and St 
Hilary. The Community has a total electorate of 515 and is represented by 8 community 
councillors. The electorate per ward and number of councillors are as follows: 

 

The current community council arrangements in Llanmaes consist of a total electorate of 
354 and is represented by 7 community councillors. 

 

The Commission recommends transferring part of the Llanmaes ward, which is currently 
within the Community of Llanmaes to the Boverton ward. This involves the transfer of the 
area to the north-east of the ward and affects 5 electors. The recommendation was 
submitted by Llantwit Major Town Council Page 120 FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS REPORT 
during the initial consultation period and supported by VOGCPWG during the initial 
consultation period to allow for the area that lies between the existing Boverton ward and 
the Northern Access Road to be included within the Boverton ward and to provide a clearer 
and well-defined boundary between the 2 wards. Llanmaes Community Council and a 
number of residents opposed any changes to the Community of Llanmaes during the initial 
and secondary consultation periods. However, the Community of Llanmaes falls below the 
parameters set out in the Council Size Policy and the Commission is of the view that this 
recommendation provides for more effective and convenient local government.  

The Commission also recommends the abolition of the communities of Llandow and 
Llanfair, and the remainder of the Community of Llanmaes and utilise the 3 areas to form 
the new Community of Llandow, Llanfair and Llanmaes. This involves the creation of a new 
community which incorporates 3 neighbouring, rural communities. The recommendation 
was submitted as an alternative suggestion by Llanmaes Community Council at the initial 
consultation stage, and the VOGCPWG at the secondary consultation stage to combine 
these 3 communities to form a ‘rural cluster’. As the Commission no longer recommends 
including the Community of Llanfair within the Town of Cowbridge with Llanblethian, the 
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Commission recommends including the Llanfair community area within this new rural 
community council area. The Commission is of the view that this recommendation provides 
for more effective and convenient local government. The Commission recommends utilising 
the existing community ward boundaries of Llandow, Llanmihangel and Llysworney, Llanfair 
and St Hilary, and the community boundary of Llanmaes to create community wards in the 
new community. 

As a result of these recommendations, the electorate within the new Community of 
Llandow, Llanfair and Llanmaes will be 1,458. 232.  

• The new community ward of Llandow would have 234 electors.  

• The new community ward of Llanmihangel would have 130 electors.  

• The new community ward of Llysworney would have 230 electors.  

• The new community ward of Llanmaes would have 349 electors.  

• The new Community ward of Llanfair would have 320 electors.  

• The new Community ward of St Hilary would have 195 electors. 
 

As a result of these recommendations the Commission recommends the new English 
community name of Llandow, Llanfair and Llanmaes. 
The Commission also recommends the Welsh community name of Llandŵ, Llan-fair a Llan-
faes. 
 
As a result of these recommendations the Commission recommends the new English 
community ward name of Llanfair and the Welsh community ward name of Llan-fair. 
As a result of these recommendations the Commission recommends applying the English 
community ward name of St Hilary and the Welsh community ward name of Saint Hilari as 
recommended by the Welsh Language Commissioner. 
 

 
 

The Commission notes that the council size policy submitted by VOGCPWG would mean that 
the Community of Llandow, Llanfair and Llanmaes would be entitled to 10 community 
councillors which would improve the county wide variance, however, the Commission has 
recommended that the Community of Llandow, Llanfair and Llanmaes be represented by 13 
community councillors to provide acceptable levels of variance and to provide for effective 
and convenient local government. 



 19 

 

Following the publication of the Final Recommendations Report the final decision lies with 
the Welsh Government and it is expected that this will take place sometime before the end 
of 2024. 
 
Planning Applications. 
One of the objectives of the Community Council is to make observations on planning 
applications, details of which are provided by the Planning Department at the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council.  Planning applications which the Community Council has considered in 
the past twelve months are listed in the following table.  Comments made by the 
Community Council can be viewed in the Meeting Minutes: 
 

Application No. Location Community Council 
Observation 

Vale Council Decision 

2023/00277/LBC Village Farm, Llantrithyd Road, 
St Hilary 

No objection Approved 

2023/00350/FUL The Mill, Llandough No objection Approved 

2023/00417/FUL East Down Farmhouse, St Hilary No objection Approved 

2023/00541/FUL Five Acres, Llantrithyd Road,     
St Hilary 

Concerns raised Refused 

2023/00542/FUL Morton, St Mary Church No objection Approved 

2023/00724/FUL The Haywain, St Mary Church No objection Approved 

2023/01020/FUL Glebe Farm, St Hilary No objection Approved 

2023/00986/FUL The Manor House, St Hilary Concerns raised Outstanding 

2023/01044/FUL Woodlands Cottage, Llandough Concerns raised Approved 

2023/01131/FUL Five Acres, Llantrithyd Road,       
St Hilary 

No objection Refused 

2023/01185/FUL 2 Talbot Terrace, St Mary Church Concerns raised Refused 

2023/01182/FUL The Barns, Howe Mill Farm,         
St Mary Church 

No objection Refused 

2023/01245/FUL Henywen, Llandough Objection Outstanding 
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Council Business. 

• A Representative of South Wales Police sends a report to the Clerk prior to most 
meetings and attends meetings on occasions. 
The report gives an update on incidents of crime in the area since the previous 
meeting.  This can be a very useful source of information which can be shared with 
residents to raise awareness of possible concerns and warnings of current crime 
being carried out in the local area. 

• Very occasionally, one of the three Vale of Glamorgan Council Ward Members will 
attend. 

• The Community Council has the power to give small grants to Community Groups 
carrying out work/activities within the Community Council’s own area.  An 
application form and information sheet were drawn up and can be accessed from 
the website or through contacting the Clerk. 

• For some time, the Community Council has been concerned about the issue of 
‘empty properties’ in the area.  The matter was discussed with the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council at some length and notes that this is now of wider concern and 
the Vale Council will be taking action.  The Community Council would urge anyone 
aware of ‘empty properties’ to report any concerns to the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council. 

• The Community Council has continued to monitor the situation with regard to HGV’s 
getting ‘stuck’ in St Hilary village causing damage to property and blocking the 
highway for many hours.  Any photographs and information have continued to be 
collated by the Community Council for forwarding to the Highways Department at 
the Vale of Glamorgan Council.  The Community Council would request that 
residents who have any documentation continue to forward it to the Clerk for 
reporting. 

 

Biodiversity Report. 
The Community Council is very conscientious of the importance of biodiversity within its 
community. 
All documentation including correspondence; agendas; minutes and reports, are e-mailed to 
Councillors which saves on the expense of postage and assists in reducing the Community 
Council’s carbon footprint. 
 

Other Information. 

• Representatives of the Community Council sit on a number of ‘outside bodies’.   
One Member of the Council attends meetings of the Local Committee of One Voice 
Wales.  
(currently Councillor Liz Loch); and a Representative of the Council attends 
Community Liaison Meetings (currently Councillor Steph Bonnar) hosted by the Vale 
of Glamorgan Council. 

• Llanfair Primary School is based within the Community Council’s area and a number 
of Councillors, past and present, have sat as Governors on the Governing Body.  
Currently Councillor Llewellyn and Councillor Trigg are Governors at the School. 

 

-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
 

Annual Report of Llanfair Community Council completed 11th July 2024. 
Website address: www.llanfaircommunitycouncil.gov.uk 
Clerk to the Council: Jackie Griffin. 
To contact the Clerk email clerk@llanfaircommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

http://www.llanfaircommunitycouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@llanfaircommunitycouncil.gov.uk

